THE FIRST CHRISTMAS 


"And there were in the same country shepherds abid¬ 
ing in the field, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. 

And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone round about them: 
and they were sore afraid. 

And the angel said unto them. Fear not: for, behold. 
I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall 
be to all people. 

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 

And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the 
babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in 
a manger. 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 
of the heavenly host praising God, and saying. 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men." 







The Pioneer 


Purposes and Aims of 

The SUP L 

Every society or group should have 
definite purposes and objectives. The ac¬ 
complishment of these purposes and the 
attainment to these objectives should be 
the constant aim of the members thereof. 

The National Organisation of the Sons 
of Utah Pioneers has a great purpose — 
that of preserving the integrity, the faith, 
devotion and the high ideals of the Utah 
Pioneers. Its aim is a noble one -— that of 
carrying on the magnificent projects which 
they initiated and to which they dedicated 
their lives. 

Today it is the high responsibility of 
our membership to garner our best think¬ 
ing, enlist those best qualified, engage oui 
finest planners and with the fortitude oi 
our pioneer ancestry utilise our best efforts 
in the attainment of the important work 
that lies before us. 

Among the numerous assignments that 
could be enumerated and which are ours 
to accompish are the following: 

1. Familiarise ourselves with our pio¬ 
neer history — the day to day accomplish¬ 
ments of those who laid the foundations of 
our great commonwealth and played im¬ 
portant and heroic parts in the winning of 
the West. Much of this chronology re¬ 
mains unwritten yet the source material is 
easily available. One of the main objec¬ 
tives of this magasine will be to seek out 
and publish for its readers these important 
and indispensible historic facts. 

2. To preserve and utilise, intelli¬ 
gently, the priceless physical heritages be¬ 
queathed to us by our pioneer forebears. 
Pre-eminant among these is our Pioneer 
Square in Salt Lake City — the first home 
site of permanent Anglo-Saxon settlement 
in the Great West. It is the most historic 
land mark in western America and one of 
the most important in the nation. For 
decades it has been forgotten — its price¬ 
less pioneer lore and romance overlooked. 
The love and devotion, the faith and cour¬ 
age, the unremitting toil and constant ef¬ 


fort, the dreams, the hopes and the prayers 
of those who lived within its walls have 
now been forgotten until today this his¬ 
toric square where once the Old Fort stood 
has become of so little importance in our 
thinking that serious consideration is being 
given to its disposal. Our City Fathers 
have proposed a plan for its sale which, if 
carried out, would make the block a part 
of a large warehousing area and the his¬ 
torical significane of the site would be for¬ 
ever lost to us and the generations yet 
unborn. 

The City Commission must not be 
blamed for this unfortunate situation. The 
fault lies with us, the Sons and Daughters 
of pioneer ancestry. Let us face the situa¬ 
tion honestly and fearlessly. The present 
condition of this historic square has been 
developed because we, you and I, have per¬ 
mitted it to deteriorate into a nuisance. 

What then, can now be done? If we, 
the Sons of our herioc forebears, have the 
same red blood flowing in our veins that 
coursed through their’s, we will take im¬ 
mediate action. The possibilities are un¬ 
limited. The old wall, which once sur¬ 
rounded the square, should be restored. A 
detailed study should be made of the cab¬ 
ins which, with the wall that enclosed 
them, constiituted the Old Fort. The log 
and adobe buildings should then be re¬ 
stored. The old bowery where the people 
gathered to worship should be recon¬ 
structed. 

From recent study, the location of the 
school house in the Old Fort has been 
ascertained. We know the names of the 
teachers who taught there and we have 
an excellent description of the schoolroom 
including the desks and seats. Names of 
the textbooks used are also available. 

In August 1847, days prior to his leav¬ 
ing to return to Winter Quarters, Presi¬ 
dent Brigham Young began the construc¬ 
tion of four cabins. We know where they 
were located and that in one of them Clara 
Decker Young, wife of President Young 
and Eliza R. Snow lived until Oct. 23, 
1849. Sister Young then went to live with 

(Continued on following page ) 
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Dramatized Historic 
Events 

The management of the Pioneer is 
pleased to announce that arrangements are 
now being made for the presentation, 
under the auspices of this publication, of a 
series of radio plays dramatizing historic 
events which occurred during the period 
of the early migration to and settlement of 
the Rocky Mountain West by the Mon 
mons. 

The dramas are authored by the well' 
known playwright, Herbert Rona. They 
will be directed by B. Thompson and casts 
will be selected from the Salt Lake Players. 

In the January issue of the Pioneer will 
be published a complete list of these historic 
dramas. The broadcasts will be made over 
KDYL and the dates and time will be an' 
nounced in our next edition. 

In future issues of this paper will also 
be briefly reviewed each forthcoming 
drama and Sons and Daughters of Utah 
Pioneers and their friends are urged to 
listen in. 


Brother and Sister Jonathan H. Holmes, 
and on June 28, 1849, Eliza R. Snow 
moved to President Young’s log row Lo¬ 
cated about where State Street and 1st 
Avenue are now located. 

The Stake Presidency and High Coun¬ 
cil, governing body of the Church, met, 
at first, almost daily at candlelight in the 
various cabins of the respective members. 
In a column in this paper will appear 
monthly a review of these meetings at 
which executive, legislative and judicial 
actions were taken for the governing and 
welfare of the people. 

Other buildings of interest which might 
be appropriate to erect within the enclos' 
ure and which are now being considered 
are a Pioneer Historical Museum, a Book 
of Mormon Archaeological Museum, and 
the Hall of Fame, including heroic statues 
of the great pioneers of Utah and the 
West who, as yet, have not been so 
honored. 


The Pioneer 

By N. G. Morgan, Sr. 

This publication is the official organ 
of the National Organization of the Sons 
of Utah Pioneers. It has had an illustrious 
past, serving as a publicizing medium and 
newspaper for the various Chapters of the 
parent organization and in doing much 
good in advancing the best interests of the 
cause. 

Today, the paper makes its first ap¬ 
pearance under new management. In the 
past it has been edited and printed in 
Ogden, Utah. Beginning with this issue, 
Vol. 5, No. 1, it will be edited and printed 
in Salt Lake City. 

To the retiring editor, Rulon S. 
Draney, and his assistants must go un¬ 
stinted praise for their untiring efforts in 
promoting and advancing the high stand¬ 
ards to which the Pioneer has attained. To 
the newly appointed editor, Virgil V. Pet¬ 
erson, must be given friendly and loyal 
support in the hight hope that he and his 
assistants may continue the steady progress 
of the magazine to ever higher and better 
standards and success. 

Readers will note that the size of the 
magazine has been decreased; the type of 
reading material changed and its general 
objectives altered — all for the laudable 
purpose of making the publication more 
valuable for historic source material and 
more informative and valuable for refer¬ 
ence purposes. The new size of the Pioneer 
will make it more desirable for binding, 
thus causing it to become a more valuable 
addition to home libraries. 

Its general aim and great objective will 
be to advance the interests and growth of 
the National Organization and to furnish 
pioneer history from original sources, thus 
causing our membership to be more familiar 
with the thrilling history of our honored 
forebears in the pioneering and the win¬ 
ning of the West. 

Let a man fall into the divine circuits 
and he is enlarged. 

—Ralph Waldo Emerson. 
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Ezra T. Benson 
Early Apostle 

Ezra T. Benson, grandfather of our 
newly appointed Secretary of Agriculture, 
Ezra Taft Benson, was a member of the 
Council of Twelve Apostles from 1846 
to 1869. He was born February 22, 1811, 
in Mendon, Worcester County, Massa- 
chusetts, the eldest son of John and Chloe 
Benson. At the age of twenty years he 
married Pamelia Andrus of Northbridge, 
Worcester County, Massachusetts. 

In 1832, he engaged in the business of 
an Inn Keeper; later he served as post¬ 
master of Northbridge. In 1837 he took 
his family and started west to locate in 
Illinois. Two years later he decided to 
make his home at Quincy, Ill., and it was 
here he met the Mormon people who had 
recently been driven from Missouri. 

On July 19, 1840 Ezra T. Benson 
was baptized a member of the L. D. S. 
Church. While attending a conference at 
Nauvoo he was ordained an Elder, and on 
October 25, 1840, he was ordained a High 
Priest by President Hyrum Smith and ap¬ 
pointed counselor to the Stake President 
at Quincy. 

In April 1841 he moved to Nauvoo. 
While laboring with Elder John Pack in 
missionary work in the East in June of 
1844, he learned of the death of the Pro¬ 
phet Joseph Smith and returned to Nauvoo 
where shortly afterwards he was appointed 
a member of the High Council in Nauvoo. 
In 1845 he preached in the Boston, Massa¬ 
chusetts, conference. July 16, 1846, he was 
ordained a member of the Council of 
Twelve Apostles by Brigham Young. He 
was one of the original pioneers to enter 
the Salt Lake Valley in 1847. In the fall 
of 1847, having returned to Winter quar¬ 
ters with Brigham Young, he served with 
Pres. Orson Hyde and Geo. A. Smith in 
the presidency of Pottawattamie County, 
Iowa. 

He again arrived in the Salt Lake 
Valley in 1849. In 1856, associated with 
Orson Pratt he presided over the British 
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Ruth May Fox 

RUTH MAY FOX, one of the truly 
great noblewomen of Mormondom, cele¬ 
brated her ninety-ninth birthday on No¬ 
vember 16th. Surrounded by her children, 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren and 
great, great grandchildren; her innumerable 
friends and loved ones, she spent the day 
joyously reminiscing and meditating on her 
eventful life. With memory crystal-clear 
and intellect still retaining the brilliancy 
that characterized it during the long and 
historic yesteryears; with head erect and 
body still unbent, with charming wit and 
clever repartee, she marches on unafraid as 
she faces the last year of a century of mar¬ 
velous living and achievement. 

Loving and dutiful daughter, faithful 
and constant wife, mother of six honorable 
sons and the same number of beautiful and 
talented daughters; poetess laureat of the 
M.I.A., inspired leader of the daughters of 
Zion, valiant crusader for every meritori¬ 
ous cause, talented authoriess and constant 
and ever dependable friend: 

To you, Sister Ruth May Fox, we, the 
Sons of Utah Pioneers, many of whom 
have come directly under the influence of 
your inspired teachings and leadership, 
some of whom, over three score years ago, 
attended your first Primary Class in the 
old 14th Ward of this City, salute you and 
pledge to you, on our sacred honor, that as 
now you approach the end of your glorious 
carreer — that from failing hands we'll 
catch the torch and carry on. 

It is difficult to make a man miserable 
while he feels he is worthy of himself 
and claims kindred to the great God who 
made him. 

—Abraham Lincoln. 


Mission, returning home in 1857. In 1860 
he was appointed to preside in Cache 
Valley where he resided until his death on 
September 3, 1869. The town of Mendon 
was named in honor of his birthplace. 
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LINCOLN THE FRONTIERSMAN 
Bronze Statue by 
Avard Fairbanks 


DUP Memorial Building 

The Pioneer desires to call to the atten¬ 
tion of the membership of the Sons of Utah 
Pioneers the magnificent work being done 
by the Daughters of Utah Pioneers in their 
beautiful Memorial Building on North 
Main Street, Salt Lake City. Truly it is 
a temple of historic treasures and Sister 
Kate Carter and her valiant co-workers 
have taken an outstanding lead in gather¬ 
ing and preserving invaluable historic ma¬ 
terial. Those who have not visited this 
beautiful museum and experienced the 
charming and gracious spirit that pervades 
it have really missed something very much 
worthwhile. 


SUP to Present l Ancoln 
Statue to Illinois 

A statute of “Lincoln, the Frontiers¬ 
man,’' executed in heroic size by sculptor, 
Dr. Avard Fairbanks, will be presented to 
the State of Illinois by the Sons of Utah 
Pioneers. According to N. G. Morgan, Sr., 
First Vice President of the National Or¬ 
ganization of the Sons of Utah Pioneers, 
presentation will be made about May 15, 
1953, The statute will be placed at the 
entrance of New Salem Park, located about 
20 miles northwest of Springfield, Illinois 
on the Sangamon River. Historians agree 
that the Illinois New Salem State Park is 
“the most impressive of all Illinois Me¬ 
morials — in fact the most impressive of 
any historical memorial in the nation.” 

Dr. Fairbanks, Dean of the College of 
Fine Arts, University of Utah, is now 
working on the statue and expects to have 
it ready within three to four months for 
shipment to New York where it will be 
cast into bronze. This is his second Lincoln 
statue, having created a similar one seven 
years ago for presentation to the Ewa 
Plantation School of Hawaii. 

The project originated ■ in the fall of 
1951, when, on visiting the historic shrine, 
Mr. Morgan noted the absence of a Lin¬ 
coln monument. Correspondence ensued 
with Mr. Wayne C. Townely, of Bloom¬ 
ington, Ill., former President of the Illinois 
Historical Society. In turn, Leonard 
Schwartz, head of the State Department 
of Parks and Museums was contacted and 
the matter presented to his department. In 
response, Mr. Schwartz wrote: “The De¬ 
partment of Conservation, for the State of 
Illinois, would be very pleased to receive 
Dr. Fairbanks’ ‘Lincoln, the Frontiersman’ 
statute to be placed in the New Salem Park 
. . . Let me assure you that we appreciate 
this most generous offer and your thought¬ 
fulness ...” 

In September of this year Mr. Morgan 
again went to Springfield where he met 
with the Division of Park Memorials and 
a selection of a site for the statue was made. 
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EDITORIAL PAGE 


I he Spirit of Christmas 

Each year accusations are thrown at 
the readers ct the press and the auditors 
of the pulpit — the true spirit of Christmas 
is being maligned; Christ is being crowded 
out of Christmas. Unscrupulous advertis- 
ing would have men buy more than they 
can afford, would delight in seeing them 
over-eat and imbide too freely. Lust of 
money has commercialized this holy day 
beyond recognition. Toys for the rising 
generations point to war instead of peace. 
Peace on earth and good will toward men 
is hypocrisy of the first order. 

While many of these outcries are justi¬ 
fied it is still encouraging to observe that 
under this acquired cultural veneer the 
true spirit of Christ’s teachings still per¬ 
sists to a degree among most of the Chris¬ 
tian nations. Freedom to worship has kept 
the reenactment of the nativity of Jesus 
alive. Songs and hymns revive to our 
imagination the humble circumstances un¬ 
der which the Babe of Bethlehem, the King 
of Kings was ushered into life. Nor have 
we forgotten entirely the Christian code of 
ethics which is basic to our pattern of life. 

“Know the truth and the truth shall 
make you free” is as applicable today as 
the day it was uttered. Men still searching 
for truth find it and that by the light of 
Christ. It is a principium which has made 
this nation great — a nation founded on 
true principles, guaranteeing to all men 
therein their free agency. 

The spirit of Christmas is greater than 
men and nations. It is a spirit that per¬ 
vades the world. It is not trampled by 
Santa Clauses and overrun by reindeers but 
towers above misconceptions and malprac¬ 
tices. It is within the reach of all men who 
will lift themselves above the fog of festive 
celebrations. It will permeate the souls of 
all who will receive it. It withdraws from 
oppression but if allowed to grow in the 
heart of man it will stimulate its adherents 
to greater service and consequently true 
happiness. 

Patfe Six "— 


Forgiveness 

As we are about to commemorate the 
nativity of the Master, sentiments of peace 
and good will find expression to those akin 
to us. Misunderstandings are lessened, 
and cynical thoughts and deeds are buried 
perhaps to never again be disinterred. 

But what about our enemies — not just 
our personal ones, but enemies of our 
country, of our way of life — enemies of 
those we love. Is it right to forgive all 
these. Jesus declared that if an enemy re¬ 
pent he shall be forgiven, even “seventy 
times seven.” He further states “that ye 
ought to forgive one another; for he that 
forgiveth not his brother his trespasses 
standeth condemned before the Lord; for 
their remaineth in him the greater sin.” 

There is, however, a spurious kind of 
forgiveness. This is demonstrated in the 
words, “I can forgive but I cannot forget,” 
which in the final analysis is tantamount to 
saying, “I will not forgive.” Beecher de¬ 
scribes an ugly hedgehog-type of forgive¬ 
ness shot out like quills. “Men,” he says, 
“take one who has offended and set him 
down before the blowpipe of their indig¬ 
nation and scorch him and burn his faults 
into him and when they have kneaded him 
sufficiently with their firey fists then they 
forgive him.” He adds that forgiveness 
should have the same effect as a cancelled 
note that is torn up and burned so that it 
can never again be shown against the of¬ 
fender. 

True forgiveness is a product of hu¬ 
mility which, in turn, does not stem from 
weakness, but is the essence of greatness. 
True forgiveness displaces rancor and 
doubt and leaves peace and satisfaction in 
the soul. If you would taste of one of the 
most sublime experiences of life try the ad¬ 
monition of the Savior, “Love your ene¬ 
mies, bless them that curse you, do good to 
them that hate you, and pray for them that 
despitefully use you and persecute you.” 
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Dr. John A. W idt soe 

With the passing of Dr. John A. 
Widtsce, Utah has lost one of the great 
men of our age. Because he was willing to 
give unselfishly of his time and vast store 
of knowledge he has left an imprint on the 
souls of thousands — a refining influence 
which will never be erased. 

A great scientist, educator, author and 
for more than 30 years a member of the 
Quorum of Twelve Apostles of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, he has rendered service, in the most 
comprehensive understanding of the term, 
to mankind. 

In retrospect, we, the Sons of Utah Pio¬ 
neers, can reflect with pride the fact that 
one of our Chapters recently saw fit to 
honor him as one of the outstanding men 
in his field and make him a candidate for 
the SUP Hall of Fame. 

Ivy Baker Priest 

The greatest governmental honor ever 
conferred upon a Utah woman was the- 
recent action of the next President of the 
United States, General Eisenhower, in ap¬ 
pointing Mrs. Ivy Baker Priest of Bounti¬ 
ful, Utah, to the high office of Treasurer 
of the United States. 

The Sons of Utah Pioneers congratulate 
General Eisenhower on his rare good judg¬ 
ment and to Mrs. Priest we extend every 
good wish that she may measure up to 
every requirement of this important posi¬ 
tion and thus bring added glory not only 
to herself, but to her people and the great 
State of Utah. 


THE OLD FORT 

Drawing of the Old Fort as reproduced 
in the mid-section of this number of the 
Pioneer is the art work of Dr. Avard Fair¬ 
banks, Dean of the College of Fine Arts, 
University of Utah. 
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SUP Medal Presented to 

DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 

President-elect Dwight D. Eisenhower 
has been presented with a bronze medal 
dedicated to courage by the National Or¬ 
ganization of the Sons of Utah Pioneers. 

The medal designed by Dr. Avard 
Fairbanks is 21/2 x 3/2 inches in size and 
was sent in an attractive display box. Ad¬ 
dressed to the former General, the message 
on the reverse side is as follows: “Medal 
dedicated to those who have the courage 
to face adversity with a conquering spirit.” 

Only one other copy of the medal has 
been presented by the SUP according to 
N. G. Morgan, Sr., vice-president of the 
National Organization. This was sent to 
Prime Minister Mackenzie King of Canada 
for presentation to Prime Minister Wins¬ 
ton Churchill. Presentation was made at 
a meeting of Great Britain’s dominion 
leaders during World War II. 

“Now the Sons of Utah Pioneers are 
presenting a second copy to Eisenhower, 
one whom we feel has courage to face 
adversity with a conquering spirit,” says 
Mr. Morgan. 

Page Seven 


















The Pioneer 


RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, the City Commission of 
Salt Lake City is reported, according to 
the current press, to be giving serious con' 
sideration to the sale of certain historic 
sites and properties which have been be' 
queathed to us by our Pioneer forebears, 
and which the people of this City and State 
hold in honored remembrance, and, 

WHEREAS, we, the Salt Lake Lunch' 
eon Club of the National Organization of 
the Sons of the Utah Pioneers have been 
organized and commissioned to preserve 
forever the high ideals, the historic lore and 
memorable sites created and established by 
the Mormon Pioneers and left to us and 
our children’s children to the latest genera' 
tion as a priceless heritage, and, 

WHEREAS, this great organization, 
dedicated as it is to the high responsibility 
that lies before it in the preservation of 
this heritage and the maintenance of the 
high ideals and purposes of our honored 
forebears, and, 

WHEREAS, among the sites herein' 
before referred to is the historic site of 
PIONEER SQUARE in Salt lake City, 
Utah: 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HERE' 
BY RESOLVED, that we, the Salt Lake 
Luncheon Club of the National Organiza' 
tion of the Sons of the Utah Pioneers, in 
meeting assembled this 12th day of Novem¬ 
ber, 1952 hereby protest and seriously con' 
demn the constant efforts of those who 
seem anxious to barter away priceless heri' 
tages bequeathed to us, and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that 
we hold as a priceless heritage the ten acre 
block known as PIONEER SQUARE be' 
cause it was, 

1. Dedicated as a park when first 
surveyed by our Pioneer Fathers. 

2. It was the site of the first perma' 
nent Anglo'Saon settlement in Western 
America. 

3. It was here that the glorious en' 
sign of the Republic, Our Flag, was 
first raised over a permanent Anglo' 
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Saxon settlement in Western America. 

4. It was here that the first Anglo' 
Saxon school in Western America was 
established and Utah’s educational sys' 
tern, rated the most outstanding in 
America, had its humble beginnings. 

5. It was in the log cabins of PK> 
NEER SQUARE that plans were con' 
summated for the organization of the 
State of Deseret, and where the first 
election was held for the officers of the 
Commonwealth. 

6. That this PIONEER SQUARE 
is the most historic site in Western 
America and should we the descen' 
dants of noble pioneer ancestry fail in 
our duty to preserve it as an Historic 
Shrine, we would be untrue to the trust 
bequeathed us, and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that 
the executive officers of the Salt Lake 
Luncheon Club of the National Organiza' 
tion of the Sons of the Utah Pioneers 
forthwith appoint a committe to investi' 
gate the present situation pertaining to said 
PIONEER SQUARE to undertake all 
steps necessary to preserve it to be utilized 
for historic purposes, and to formulate and 
report to the Salt Lake Luncheon Club of 
the National Organization of the Sons of 
the Utah Pioneers as soon as reasonably 
practicable, their recommendations, and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that 
a copy of this resolution be sent at once 
to the Honorable City Commission of Salt 
Lake City, Utah. 

Passed unanimously at Salt Lake City, 
Utah, this 12th day of November, 1952. 

The heroic man does not pose; he leaves 
that for the man who wishes to be thought 
heroic. 

—Elbert Hubbard. 


System is crystallized common sense. 

—Elbert Hubbard. 
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The First Christmas in 
The Old Fort 


Information concerning the manner in 
which the Mormon pioneers spent their 
first Christmas holidays in the “valley” 
is very meager and yet from old journals, 
now yellow with age, there has come 
down to us records indicating that the peo- 
pie spent their Yuletide and New Years 
joyously and befitting the occasions. 

The winter season of 1847 was mild 
and permitted outdoor employment with¬ 
out hardship. Animals which had made 
possible the Pioneers great migration were 
being constantly used in plowing and 
planting the virgin soil. The Saints were 
happy in their new homeland; their faith 
was great that the Almighty would temper 
the climate and make possible the growing 
of crops — yet they still remembered the 
statement of Jim Bridger on the Sweet¬ 
water that corn would never mature in the 
Salt Lake Valley because of early frosts. 

By December, 1847, there were over 
2,000 Mormon people located in the Old 
Fort and the additions made thereto on the 
north and south. They were joyous in 
spirit because at long last they were far 
removed from those who would persecute 
them and were living in a promised land 
they felt had been preserved by Divine 
Providence for them. During the last week 
of December, 1847, the days and evenings 
were spent in a true Christmas and New 
Year’s spirit. 

From the quaint little journals kept at 
this time by Elisa R. Snow we learn that 
parties were held by the sisters in various 
homes. On Thursday afternoon, Decem¬ 
ber 23 rd, Rebecca Dilworth Riter, wife of 
Levi E. Riter, gave a dinner party at her 
home with Margaret Peirce (Sister Robert 
Peirce), Harriet Worthing Sessions (Sister 
David Sessions), Phoebe Chase (Sister 
Isaac Chase), a Sister Hunter and others 
as her guests. At the conclusion of the 
meal, Eliza R. Snow journalized that “we 
arose and blessed the mistress of the feast ” 


An interesting program had been prepared 
and a “good time” was enjoyed by all. It 
was at this meeting that Millie Snow Gates 
(Sister Jacob Gates) suggested that other 
such occasions as they had just enjoyed be 
held in the various homes and that they be 
known as “Organized Parties.” That eve¬ 
ning these sisters, with their husbands, at¬ 
tended a lecture given by General Charles 
C. Rich at the home of Brother James 
Brown. 

Saturday, December 25th, was a very 
pleasant day and the spirit of Christmas 
prevaded the camp. A dinner party was 
given in the afternoon at the home of 
Brother and Sister Lorenzo Young with 
President John Smith and wife. President 
John Young and wife. Brother Robert 
Peirce and wife and Brother Jedediah M. 
Grant as guests. Concerning this event, 
Eliza R. Snow recorded in her journal as 
follows: “After a splendid dinner at which 
we freely and sociably partook of the good 
things of the earth, Father John Smith 
blessed the babe of Brother and Sister 
Lorenzo Young. I served as scribe. Brother 
Jedediah M. Grant prayed and dedicated 
the house to the Lord.” 

On the eve of Christmas Day, a party 
was held for the little girls of the camp at 
the home of Clara D. Young at which 
Sister Isaac Chase presided. A joyful time 
was had by the children as well as the hos¬ 
tesses. Clara Decker Young was the wife 
of Pres. Brigham Young and her home, 
built by President Young before his return 
to Winter Quarters was located at the 
center of the east tier of houses comprising 
the east side of the Old Fort on what is 
now 2nd West Street btween 3rd and 4th 
South Streets. On Monday, December 
27th, a meeting of the sisters was held at 
the home of Sister Wm. W. Willis. Presi¬ 
dent John Smith was present and in¬ 
structed and blessed those present. 
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The Pioneer 


Historical Observations 

In an Epistle of the Council of the 
Twelve Apostles, addressed to the Mor- 
mon pioneers who remained in the Salt 
Lake Valley, dated September 9, 1847, 
signed by Brigham Young as President and 
Willard Richards, as Clerk, a comprehend 
sive plan of civic organization was outlined 
and candidates suggested for various offices 
nominated with detailed instructions con- 
cerning the activities of the people in the 
Valiev. 

In concluding this Epistle, it was stated 
in the last paragraph: We wish you all to 
remember at all times, that when we left 
you to return to Winter Quarters, the ora- 
cles of the Church left and returned with 
us; that this our epistle is your oracle and 
your guide until you see us or hear from 
us again — therefore, let no one undertake 
to overturn or overrule this letter, but let 
it be read in the congregation of the Saints 
every Sabbath day ...” 

In the first paragraph of this Epistle 
appears the following: “It is wisdom that 
certain officers should exist among you, to 
preside and attend to the various branches 
of business that exist, or that may arise 
during our absence, and we would nomi- 
nate John Smith to be your President, with 
liberty for him to select his two counselors, 
and we suggest the names of Chas. C. Rich 
and John Young. We would nominate 
Henry G. Sherwood, Thos. Grover, Levi 
Jackman, John Murdock, Daniel Spencer, 
Stephen Abbott, Ira Eldredge, Edson 
Whipple, Shadrack Roundy, John Vance, 
Willard Snow and Abraham O. Smoot for 
a High Council; whose duty it will be to 
observe those principles which have been 
institutd in the Stakes of Zion for the gov¬ 
ernment of the Church, and to pass such 
laws and ordinances as shall be necessary 
for the peace and prosperity of the City 
for the time being . . , ” 

In this epistle is found also: “We nomi¬ 
nate John Van Cott to be Marshall of 
your city and Albert Carrington to be your 
Clerk, Historian and Deputy Postmaster 
and that he keep barometrical and thermo- 
metrical observations daily.” 

Page Twelve 


Immediately after the arrival in the 
Valley of President John Smith and the 
large Company of Pioneers with whom he 
travelled, a meeting was held at which the 
Stake Presidency and High Council and 
other officers nominated were sustained 
and the Epistle of the Twelve Apostles 
above referred to read and approved. 

Daily, thereafter, meetings of the Stake 
Presidency and High Council were held at 
7:00 p.m. at the various homes of the offi¬ 
cers at which all matters of importance 
pertaining to the peace and well-being of 
the colony were acted upon. Accurate 
minutes of the meetings were kept and pre¬ 
served. In each edition of this paper short 
resumes will be given of these meetings in 
a column ntitled “Proceedings of the Gov¬ 
erning Body of the First Pioneers in Salt 
Lake Valley from Oct. 4, 1847. 


(Continued from Page 9) 

On Tuesday afternoon, December 
28th, a most interesting gathering was 
held at the home of Brother and Sister 
Jacob Gates at which Apostle Parley P. 
Pratt addressed the group on the subject 
of The Velocity of the Motion of Bodies 
When Surrounded by a Refined Element. 

Wednesday afternoon and evening, 
December 29th, were spent by a number 
of the brethren and sisters at the home of 
Brother and Sister Charles Crismon where 
dinner was served and a delightful time 
enjoyed by all. 

On New Year’s Eve, Friday, December 
31st, parties were held in various homes 
and a joyous spirit pervaded the encamp¬ 
ment. The outstanding social event of New 
Year’s Day was a party given at the home 
of Apostle John Taylor. In his journal 
for January 1st, 1847, he wrote as follows: 
“As today was New Year’s Day, several 
of my family spoke, to me about having a 
party as usual upon that day. The plan 
they proposed getting it up on was that 
everyone should bring his own provisions. 

(Continued on following page.) 
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Sugar House SUP Plans Projects 


By Harry 7\[. Poll 

The Sugar House Chapter of the Sons 
of Utah Pioneers has now completed its 
roster of officers and committees. The men 
who have been selected are most successful 
in their business undertakings and members 
of the chapter are looking for an eventful 
year in 1953. New officers and commit' 
tees are as follows: 

President — Karl B. Hale 

First Vice President — George Morgan 

Second Vice President — Bernard P. 

Brockbank 

Third Vice President — Roy J. Keys 


The principle itself was repugnant to me, 
but still, under the circumstances, if we 
had a party, this must be the principle we 
must have it on, as I could not possibly 
spare provisions for so large a company as 
we must necessarily have; and upon this 
plan there was one gotten up. We had 
an excellent supper, sixty-nine (69) sat 
down and we enjoyed ourselves very much. 
I gave the presidency to Brother Henry G. 
Sherwood. I sat at the head of one table, 
Brother (Edward) Hunter at another, 
Brothers (Joseph) Horne and (Vincent) 
Shurtleff at others. After tables were 
cleared, the order was given for dancing 
. . . There was an intermission in the danc¬ 
ing when we had some singing and a comic 
sermon from Brother Sherwood after 
which dancing was resumed until 11 P.M.” 

And so closed the first holiday season 
enjoyed by the Mormon pioneers in the 
Salt Lake Valley. 

It was the first celebration of the 
Christmas and New Year’s holidays in a 
permanent Anglo-Saxon settlement in 
Western America. It constituted a series of 
events which are most interesting and im¬ 
portant in the historic past of the Mormon 
people and the settlement and development 
of the Great West. 


Immediate Past President — David M. 
Evans 

Secretary — Art DuPaix 
Treasurer — Ronald Kingsbury 
Judge Advocate — David S. King 
Chaplain — Christopher Layton 
Historian — Clarence H. Tingey 
Program Committee — Dr. Alma H. 
Cottam, Chairman; Dr. Joseph O. 
Brewerton, Horace A. Sorenson. 
Community Sing Committee — Joseph 
M. Bean, Willis H. Cowles. 

Park & Museum Committee — Horace 
A. Sorensen, Chairman; Dr. Avard 
Fairbanks, Richard A. Lambert, 
David M. Evans. 

Membership Committee — Ralph A. 
Barnes, Chairman; Hiram Young, 
Dean Andrus. 

Publicity Committee — Harry N. Poll. 
Directors: Two Year — Dr. Leslie D. 
Burbidge, Garn S. Henderson. 
One-Year: J. L. Pulsipher, Jr., Rulon 
J. Sperry. 

Advisory Board — Earl J. Glade, Hor¬ 
ace A. Sorensen, Howard McKean, 
Stayner Richards, Thomas B. Child, 
Harold I. Bowman, Sterling H. Nel¬ 
son, Leslie D. Burbidge, Clyde C. 
Edmunds, Garn S. Henderson, Rich¬ 
ard A. Lambert, Thomas W. Jensen, 
L. Burt Bigler. 

Two of the projects that are uppermost 
in the minds of SUP members this year are 
the planning and publicising of the new 
Pioneer Village and Park on the old State 
Prison Site, and the restoration and beau¬ 
tifying of Pioneer Park. Doing this will 
require a great deal of effort on the part of 
everyone. 

In order that we can better see and 
understand the possibilities in these two 
projects, which of course includes the mu¬ 
seum pieces that our chapter has already 
accumulated, plans and 100 pictures of re¬ 
stored villages of the New England States 
(Continued on following page.) 

Page Thirteen 



The Pioneer 



SUP Luncheon Club 
Honors 

Dr. Harvey Fletcher 

Dr. Harvey Fletcher, internationally 
renowned for his work in sonics research 
was honored at the monthly meeting of the 
Sons of Utah Pioneers Luncheon Club 
held November 12th in the Lafayette Ball' 
room. Hotel Utah. A bust of Dr. Fletcher 
created by Dr. Avard Fairbanks, Dean of 
the College of Fine Arts, University of 
Utah, was unveiled by the sculptor. It will 
be placed in the SUP Hall of Fame. 


Sharing the speaking time with Dr. 
Fletcher was President A. Ray Olpin who 
was introduced by Club President, N. G. 
Morgan, Sr., Dr. Olpin formerly a co- 
worker with Dr. Fletcher at the Bell 
Telephone Laboratories, gave a brief his¬ 
tory of the life and accomplishments of the 
honored guest. He demonstrated the effect 
of Dr. Fletcher’s discoveries in electronic 
research while at the University of Chi¬ 
cago in association with the great physicists 
Millikan and Steinmetz. He outlined his 
contributions in the acoustical field as they 
have effected the radio, television, movie 
and allied industries. He explained how 
men using an artificial larynx had regained 
the faculty of speech and how the hearing 
aid had restored to thousands the world 
of sound to both of which Dr. Fletcher’s 
work was most significant.. Dr. Olpin con¬ 
cluded by enumerating the dozens of hon¬ 
ors and awards which have been bestowed 
upon this, one of the greatest of scientists. 

Dr. Fletcher responded giving first 
hand accounts of the experiments per¬ 
formed in giving the world his most impor¬ 
tant contributions. He described his work 
as something in which he is “having fun” 
— never laborious. 

In spite of his great responsibilities he 
is a man who always has had time for his 
church, his family and recreational diver¬ 
sions. 

Having retired from his position at Bell 
Telephone Laboratories, Dr. Fletcher is 
now research director and head of the 
Engineering Department, Brigham Young 
University. 


(Continued From Preceding Page) 
were presented Monday night, October 27 
at Weasku Inn to the Sugar House Chap¬ 
ter by Horace A. Sorensen, chairman of 
the Salt Lake Planning Committee, and 
Leon Frehner, Committee Secretary. These 
committee members returned recently from 
the annual meeting at Boston of the Ameri¬ 
can Society of Planning Officials. They 
-aw restored representations of Plymouth 
of the 18th Century and of Salem, Stur- 
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bridge, Shelburne, and many other historic 
pioneer settlements. Horace explained that 
these villages are the greatest teachers of 
New England’s pioneer, history and of 
America’s beginnings. He and Leon also 
presented statistics to show that the vil¬ 
lages are the chief tourist attraction and 
bring hundreds of thousands of dollars into 
that area. 

We of the SUP know that the entire 
State of Utah will benefit in every way 
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Pioneer Contributors 

In the last issue of the ‘Pioneer, a fine 
editorial appeared paying tribute to the 
work of Rulon S. Draney, former Editor. 
Two other Ogden men, W. W. JOHN' 
SON and RALPH FULLER, also deserve 
much credit for the success of this publi' 
cation. Bill Johnson has been untiring in 
his efforts to see that each of you get your 
copy of the Pioneer. He has been on the 
job for a number of years. We, the sons 
of Utah Pioners extend to him, one of our 
group, a hearty thanks for a job well done. 

To Ralph Fuller, who is not an affiliate 
of the SUP, we owe a debt of gratitude. 
For many years he has assumed the respon' 
sibility of publishing of the Pioneer at no 
cost to the SUP. He has at all times soli' 
cited his supporting advertising from reput' 
able firms and rendered a genuine service 
to our organization. Our appreciation and 
best wishes to him. 


with the completion of our projects which 
will give the tourists information that they 
are looking for about our state and the 
West and at the same time will offer 
things of such interest right here that they 
will stay over extended periods and make 
plans to return time and again in order to 
absorb these informative things of interest. 

While in New England, Horace and 
Leon visited the birthplace of the Prophet 
Joseph Smith at Sharon, Windsor County, 
Vt., and also President Brigham Young’s 
birthplace at Whitingham, Vt. Monu' 
ments to the founders of the Church and 
the state of their birth are visited by people 
from all over the world, we were told. The 
same might easily be true of Pioneer Vib 
lages and Parks that we plan to construct 
or restore here in our own state. 

Many of the. members-of the Sugar 
House Chapter who were present on this 
occasion expressed their desire that all 
other chapters of the SUP should hear and 
see the exciting and informative material as 
presented by Horace and Leon. 


An Cmission 

We regret that in the last issue of the 
Pioneer proper credit was omitted for the 
art work of the cover of the paper. The 
design is a creation by our welbknown 
sculptor, Dr. Avard Fairbanks, Dean of 
the College of Fine Arts, University of 
Utah. The picture of the Pony Express 
which was used in that issue and left cap' 
tionless is from a photograph of the work' 
ing model created in heroic size by Dr. 
Fairbanks. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

All members of the Sugar House Chap' 
ter are requested to make reservations for 
the big Christmas Party which will be held 
Monday night, December 29th at 7:00 
P. M. Tentative plans are to hold the 
party at the Rosecrest Ward. Be sure to 
bring the lady of your choice and enjoy 
an evening of holiday fun. Horace Sorern 
sen will be in charge at this annual celebra' 
tion. 

The pulpit should not be a pillary. Con- 
gregations should allow a minister a little 
liberty. They should, at least permit him 
to tell the truth. 

—Robert Ingersoll. 

A constitution is not the act of a gov' 
ernment, but of a people constituting a 
government; and government without a 
constitution is power without a right. 

—Thomas Paine. 


Many a man would have been worse, 
if his estate had been better. 

—Benjamin Franplin. 

It is ilLmannered to silence a fool, and 
cruelty to let him go on, 

—Benjamin Franklin. 
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WATSON-TANNER 
Clothing Co. 

DIAL. 7491 

370 - 34th St. Ogden 


For The Finest — 


ORIENTAL DISHES 


DAWN 

NOODLE HOUSE 

FRIED SHRIMP - CHICKEN- STEAK 

OPEN FROM 5 P.M. to 2 AM . 

U4 West 1st South Salt Lake City 
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HUNTER'S 

Season's Best Greetings 


ICE CREAM 



QUALITY 

S3 


Is Our Reputation 



145 North Main Street 

^ / % 


BOUNTIFUL 
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ROSE SHOP 

OGDEN — LOGAN — PROVO 


NORM & CLELA JORGENSEN 



FLORISTS and DECORATORS 

m 


"We Telegraph Flowers Anywhere!" 



PHONES: 5-7265 — 9-6112 



29 West 1st South Salt Lake City, Utah 




PARK VIEW 



FLORAL 



2904 Quincy Ave. 

P\ • 1 1 _ -J ~ _ 

BEST 


Dral 7231 Ogden 

PERSONAL ATTENTION 

WISHES 


TO ALL ORDERS 



HENRY G, KLENKE 

KINGDON 


MORTUARY 


SEASONS GREETINGS : 

255 SOUTH 2ND EAST 


Myers and 

PHONfc 4-4292 


Foulger 



Rose Chapel Mortuary 



DIAL 8897 

<0? 


533 - 26th St. Ogden, Utah 
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Docs your husband ever come 
home too tired to enjoy the din¬ 
ner you've made? In os little as 
15 minutes, the BorcaLounger re¬ 
laxes him, soothes tense nerves 
and muscles, and perks up his 
appetite. 



Th^ secret is patented "Floating 
Comfort" . developed from 

studies of men and women float 
ing in water. Sit down, ease 
back, and the BarcaLoungei lifts 
the legs, buoys the body, cradles 
the spine and shoulders. It makes 
circulation freer, and eases the 
strain ort the heart. Smoothly 
automatic . . . without knobs or 
levers. See the handsome Barto- 
lounger today! 


LOWEST 

PRICES 

EASIEST 

TERMS 



SIZES TO FIT almost everyone, whether 
you play center on the basketball 
teom or look like Mi. Average Guy. 











SOUTH 

DRIVE OUT & SAVE! 

2144 HIGHLAND DRIVE • DIAL 84-4341 
SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 




One of the 
Many fines lines 
Sold Here 




















